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MONG all the  questions  relating to the 
Nursing profession which have been  dis- 
cussed of late,  none  has  been  more un- 
animously  agreed  on  than  that of the 

necessity of  a  definite  training for a  period of years 
before  any woman may ,be  acknowledged as a 
qualified Nurse;  and the " three years' training 
system " is now, on all sides,  talked of as desirable. 
While this  is,  most certainly, a step in the right 
direction,  it  is  to be hoped  that effort will not  end 
here.  Little  good will be  done if the  three years 
passed in a  Hospital is to  be  considered  as sufficient 
guarantee of training  without regard to what a 
Nurse  does, or is taught,  during  that  time. I know 
of a  case  in which the  Nurse,  after  having been a 
considerable  time in surgical wards, was cent  as a 
night  Nurse  to 33 medical  patients,  and  had  then 
to  train herself  in medical  Nursing.  She  had  been 
five years  in the ,  profession  before she  had  an 
opportunity of seeing  anything of Probationers' 
work in  medical wards. That  could n.ot be called 
" Hospital  training," for the  Hospital  patients, not 
the  Hospital  authorities,  taught  that  Nurse.  her 
work. 

Again,  the  Nurse who is to be sent  to private 
Nursing  needs very special  training in many par- 
ticulars ; but,  among all the women sent b y  Private 
Homes to Hospitals to get  such  training, how 
few receive  any  special  preparation for the work 
they  are  ultimately  to  do. The  district  Nurse I.as 
a better  chance;  but  she, too, might  have Inore 
efficient preparation  than  is  generally  given. 

These two-the private Nurse  and  the  district 
Nurse-require, above all things, to be  women of 
resource,  for  in  Hospitals  they  have every appliance 
at   hand;  but very often,  \\hen they go to a private 
house, or among  the  poor, they feel most helpless. 

I t  seems to me,  therefore,  that  it  comes to be a 
very important question-How are  Probationers  to 
be  trained ? First,  it may  be well to  consider the 
meaning of the word *(training" in its full signific- 
ance,  and  then  to  consider  methods  at  present  in 
use. As a fruit tree is trained,  sullported,  and 
pruned  that  it may bear well developed fruit ,  SO 
the  Probationer  must  have  the  strength of her 
character  and  capabilities di,rectecl. and  her weak 
points  strengthened  and  made fir111, her self- 
confidence  pruned down to  the  ntcrssary  qualifica- 
tions of presence of mind  and  forelhought. 'The 
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